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24 NATURAL HISTORY

retreat, or having dug themselves one with
their mouth and hands, they lead a solitary
hfe, seldom venturing out, except when the
moisture of a summer’s evening invites them
abroad. At that time the grass is filled with
snails, and the pathway covered with worms,
which constitute their principal food. In-
sects also, of every kind, they are fond of; and
Tinnzus asserts, that' they sometimes con-
tinue Ilmmoveable, with the mouth open, at
the bottom of shrubs, where the butterflies,
in some measure fascinated, are seen to

fly down their throats. |
In a letter from Mr. Arscott, there are some
curious particulars relating to this animal, which
throw great light upon its history. < Concern-
“ ing the toad,” says he, ¢ that lived so many
‘ years with us, and was so great a favourite,
“ the greatest curiosity was its becoming so re-
“ markably tame: it had frequented some steps
“ before our hall door some years before my ac-
“ quaintance commenced with it; and had been
admired by my father for its size (being the
largest I ever met with) who constantly paid!
it a visit every evening. I knew it myself
“ above thirty years; and by constantly feeding
“ 1t, brought 1t to be so tame, that 1t always
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