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70 NATURAL HfsTory

The joints in the back-bone are exceedingly
* finmerous, Which' enable the creature to bend’
_in any direction. " In the generality of animals,
these joints do not &xceed thiity or fosty ; but
in the serpent kind, thiey amount to ene hun-
dred and forty-five fromy the head' to the vent;
and twenty-five mofe froin that to the tail.
"Fhe number of these joints must give the back-
bone a- surprising degrée of plianty; but this
is still increased’ by the manner inFwhich each
of these joints are focked into the other In
man and quadrupeds, the flat surfaces of the
bones are laid one against the other, and bound’
tight by sinews,. but in serpemts, the bones
play one within the other like a-ball and’ socket;
so‘that they have full' metienupon each other
in every directioi. Fhough the number of
joints in‘the back bowne is so-very great, yet that
in the 1ibs is gréater:y for filom the head. to-the
vent, thete ste two ribs to: every joint, which:
make their pimber two hundred and ninaty..
These ribs ate: furnishéd - with foar muscles:
‘which being inserted in 'the head, vun alongto
. the end of he tail,. and give-the -animal -gr@at-
strength and acﬂity inall its'motionss
The skin is composed of a number of sscales,,
united to each other byatransparent membrance,
which:
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