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#F BIRDS, FisH, &c. i

. Bit happily for mankind, the rapacity of
these frightful creatures i oftea their punish-
ment ; for, whenever any of the serpent kind
have gorged themselves i this manner, and
“their body i seém particularly distended
with food,; they then become torpid, and may
be approached and destroyed with safety. They
genefally, after having surfeited themselves with
‘their prey, seek some retreat, where they lurk
for sevéral days together, and remain vawieldy,
stupid, helpless and sleepy; the smallest effost
is capable of destroyiug them ; they can scarcely
‘make any resistance; they are equally unqua-
" “hfied for flight or opposition; and even the
naked Indian does not then fear to assail them,
~ Carlr describes having seen a long serpent of
| Cono'o, making 1ts track t!h‘*ough the tall grasg,
'Jike mowers in ‘2 simmer’s day. Hesays he
conld mot without terrer behold whale lines af
grass lying levelled wader the sweep of its-tail ;.
# moved forward m- that mduner with great re:
pidity, untd it fosnd a proper situation: fre-
guented by its prey ; there it continued to lusk
in patient ‘expectation, and would hare re-
mamed for weeks together, had it mot been
- disturbed: by the natwes. -
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