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which they have been for weeks, nay, some

times for months, in patient expectation of;
"
and the fortunate capture of an hour is often

sufficient toserve them for the period of their

annual activity. Their prey continues for a

long time, partly in the stomach, partly in the

gullet; ad a part is often seen hanging out of

The mouth. In this manner it digests by de

gres; and in proportior as the part below is

:dissolved, the part above is taken in, It is not

therefore till this tedious operation is entirely

performed, that the srpeüt renes its appetite
and its: aeti'ity. But should any accident pre

vent it from. issuing once mare from itk cell, it

still can continue to bear f2thiire for Weeks,

months, nay, for years together. Vipers are

ofteii kept in boxes for six or eigM montlth,

without any fbod whatever; iidther are little

serpents sométimès' sent over to Europe, from

Gtand Cairo, that live for several years in

glasses, and never et at all, nor, even stain tl

glass with their excreirient Thü'the serpent
t'b itF-i -e ~uni -e - irt -themselves two very opposite qua
lities; Wonderful abtinerie, and yet'iñcrethbM

;rapaty.

With respect to the voices of these' anirnaf,

some of them hav a pecuFar, shriek, and some
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