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R NATURAL IIi1STORY

Form these noxious qualities i the serpert
kmd, it is no wonder that not only ma, but even
beasts and birds cairy on wiiceasirig wat against
them. 'The ichineunmion of the Indisns, and
the peccary of America, destroy them in great
number. These anintals have the art of sez-
mg them near the head; and it is said that they
can skin them with great dexterity. 'The vul+
ture and the eagle also prey upon them in great
abundance ; and often sousing down from the
clouds, drop upon a long serpent, which they.
snatch up struggling. and writhing in the ain
Dogs alse are bred up to oppose them.

Father Feuillée tells us;, that be'mfr in the
woods of Martinico, he was attacked by a large
serpent, which he could not easily avord; when
his dog immediately came to his relief, and
seized the assailant with great courage. 'The
serpent twined roundhim, and-pressed him so vio=
lently, that the blood canie out of his mouth,
and yet the dog neveér ceased till he had torn
itto pieces. The dog was not sensible of his
wounds during. the fight; but soon after his
‘head swelled prodigiously, and he lay on the
grouud-as-dead. But his master having: found,
slose by, a banana-tree, he applied its juice,
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