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not run tapering off to so great a length as'-in

other. When, therefore, other distinctiont

fail, the difference of the tail can be disceiiie

at a single glance.

The viper differs from most other serpents

in being much slower, as also in excluding its

young completely formedy and bringing them

forth alive. The kindness of Providence seems

to be exerted not only in diminishing the speed,

but also the fertility, of this dangerous creatures

They copulate in May, and are supposed to be

about three months before they bi'hig forth, and

have seldom' above eleven eggs at a Line'.

These are of the size of a blackbird's egg, and

chained together in the womb like a string of

beads. Each egg contains from one to four

young ones; o that the whole of a brood may

amount to about twenty or thirty. They coit

tinue jn the womb till they come to such per

fection as to be able to burst from the shell;

and they are said to creep from their confine.

ment into the open air bytheir own efforts, where

they continue for several days without taking

ny food whatever.

Mr. Pennant says." We have been often
" assured by intelligent people,, of the truth of

a fact, that the young of a viper, when ter

rifled,
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