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118 NATURAL HISTORY

The Esculapian Serpent of Italy is so harm-
Jess that, m that country, it is suffered to crawl
about the chambers, and often gets into the
beds where people lie. It is a yellow serpent,
of about an ell long, and, though imnocent, yet
will bite when exasperated. They are said to
be great destroyers of mice, and this -may be
the reason why they are taken under human
protectlon -

The Boyuna of Ceylon is equally a favourite
among thc natives of that place; 1t is’ full as
inoffensive, and they consider the meeting of it
as a sign of good luck. |

The Surinam Serpent, which some have im-
properly called the 4mmoydes is in like manner
harmless and desirable among the natives of that

part of the world. They consider themselves as
extremely happy if this animal come into their
huts. 'The colours of this serpent are so many
and so beautiful, that they surpassall description;
and these, perhaps; are the chief inducements

“to the sa\}afres to consider its visits as so very
fortunate.

A still greater favourite 1s the Prmce of Ser-
pcnts_, a native of J apan, which has not its equal
for beauty. The scales which cover the back
are reddish, ﬁnely shaded and mmbled with
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