
OF BIRDS, 1IFi, &C. 14i

up, like a cock's spur, by the assistance of hid,

it adheres to the threads of its web. There ar

two others larger, WiHcli meet together like a.

lobster's claw, by which they -can catch hold

of the smallest depressions, walking up or down

the most polished surfaces, on which they can

find inequalities that are, imperceptible to our

grosser sight. But when they walk upon such

bOdies as are perfectly smooth, as looking-glass,

or polished marble, they squeeze a little sponge

which grows near the extremity of their claw's,

and thus diffusing a glutinous substance, adhere

to the surface until they make a second step.

Besides the eight legs just mentioned, these

animals have two others, which may more pro

perly be called arms, as they do not serve t

assist motion, but are used in holding and ma

naoin their prey.

The spider, though thus formidably equip.-

ped, would seldom prove successful in the caj-

ture, were it not equally furnished with other

instruments to assist its depredations. It is a

most experienced hunter, and spreads- its nets

to catch such animals as it is unable to pur

sue.. The spider's web is generally laid in those

places where flies are most apt to come and

shelter; and there this little animal remains for

days,
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