http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm
150 NATURAL HISTORY

succeeds; the young one is driven out to make

a new web, and the old one remains in quiet

possession.  If, however, the spider is unable to

dispossess any other of its web, it then endea-

vours, for a while, to subsist upon accidental

depredation; but in two or three months it in-
~ evitably dies of hunger.

The Garden-spider seems to work in a dif-
ferent manner. The method which this insect
adopts 1s to spin a great quantity of thread, which
floating in the air in various directions, hap-
pens from its glutmous quality, at last to stick
to some object near ‘it, a lofty plant, or the
branch of a tree. The spider only wants to
have one end of the line fast, in order to secure
and tighten the other. It accordingly draws
the line when thus fixed, and then by passing
and repassing upon it, strengthens the thread in
such a manner as to answer all its intentions.
The first cord being thus stretched, the spider
walks along a part of 1t, and there fastens ano-
ther, and dropping thence, fastens the thread to
some solid body below, then climbs up again
and begins a third, which it fastens by the same
contrivance.  'When three threads are thus
fixed, it forms a square, or something that very
nearly resembles one; and in this the animal is

_ generally
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