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OF BIRDS, FISH, &c. 201

the head : these eyes are so small, that they are
scarcely preceivable; and it is probable that the
2nimal has but little occasion for seemng. The
mouth is furnished with two jaws; the under-
most is divided into two, and the parts notched
into each other, which serve the animal for
teeth to break its food, and thrust it into 1its
mouth : these he can at pleasure pull back mto
its mouth, so that no part of them can be seen.
On each side of the head are two arms, each
composed of four joints : the last of which is
large, with strong muscles, and made in the
manner of a lobster’s claw. Below the breast
are eight articulated legs, each divided into
six joints; the two hindmost of which are
each provided with two crooked eclaws, and
here and there cavered with hair. The
belly is divided into seven little rings ; from
the lowest of which 1s continued a tail com-
posed of six joints, which are bristly, and
formed like little globes, the last being armed
with a crooked sting. This is that fatal in-
strument which renders this insect so formida-
ble; it is long, pointed, hard, and hollow ; it
is plerced near the base by two small holes,
through which, when the animal stings, its ejects
a drop of poisan, which is white, caustic, and

fatal.



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


