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which it is possessed of its agility, and siin

in water. It contracts itself:, when out of wa

ter, in such a manner, that when touched, it i

not above an inch long. It has a small head,

and a black skin, edged with a yellow line on

each side, with some yellowish spots on the

back. The belly also, which is of a reddish

colour, is marked with whitish yellow spots.

But the most remarkable part of this animal i

the mouth, which is composed of two lips, that

take whatever form the insect finds convenient,

When at rest, the opening is usually triangu

lar; and within it are placed three very sharp

teeth, capable ef piercing not only the human

skin, but also that of a horse or an ox, Still

deeper in the head is discovered the tongue,

which is composed of a strong fleshy substance,

and which serves to assist the animal in suck

ing, when it has inflicted its triple wound;

for no sooner is the voracious-creature applied

to the skin, than it buries its teeth in it,

then closes its lips round the wound which it

has made; and thus, in the manner of a cup

ping-glass, extracts the blood as it flows to

the different orifices.

In examining this animal's form farther to

wards the tail, it is seen to have a gullet, and

an
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