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an intestinal canal, nto which the blood
flows in great abundance. On each side of
this are several little bladders, which, when
the animal is empty, seem to be filled with
nothing but water; but when it 1s gorging
blood, they seem to communicate with the
intestines, and receive a large portion of the
blood which flows into the body. If these
bladders should be considered as so many sto-
machs, then every leech will be found to have
twenty-four. But what is the most extraor-
dinary in this animal’s formation 1s, that though
it takes so large a quantity of food, it has no
anus or passage to eject 1t from the body
when it has been digested. On the contrary,
the blood which the leech has thus sucked,
remains for several months clotted within
its body, blackened a little by the change,
but no way putrified, .and very httle altered
in its texture or consistence. In what manner
it passes throngh the animal’s body, or how
it contributes to its nourishment, 1s not ea-
sily accounted for. The water in which they
are kept 1s very little discoloured by their con-
tinuance; they cannot be supposed to return
the blood by the same passage through which it
was taken inj it only remans, therefore, that
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