
NATURAL HISTORY-

is changed into a fly very much resembling that

which has just been described it may not be im-

proper to give its history here.;

The lion-ant, in its reptile state, is of the

size, of a common wood-louse, but somewhat

broader. It has rather a longer head, and a

roundish body, which becomes a little narrower

towards the tail. The colour is a dirty grey,

speckled with black, and the body is composed

of several flat rings, which slip one upon ano

ther. It has six feet, four ofwhich are fixed to,

the breast,. and two to the neck. The head is

small and flat, aiid btforc there are two little

smooth horns, or feelers, which are hard, about

a quarter - of' an inch long, and. crooked 'at the

ends. At the basis of the feelers there are two

small black lively' eyes, by which it can see the

smallest object, as is easily discovered by its

starting from every thing. that approaches.

To a form so unpromising, and so ill provided

for the purposes of rapacity, this animal unites

the most ravenous appetites in nature; but to

mark its imbecility still stronger, as other. ani

mals have wings or feet to enable them to ad-.

vance towards their prey, the lion-ant is unpro-;
vided with such assistance from either. It has,i

legs, indeed; but these only enable it to run

tackw'ard
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