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936 NATURAL HISTORY*

cle about the edge of the pit, until the whole s
quite compleated. This hole is always formed
in a perfect circle ; and the pit itself resembles.
the inside of an inverted funnel ; and when they
are at their full growth they generally make
their pit about two inches deep, and at the top
as much 1 diameter. |
The work bemng thus, w:th great labour, .
finished, the insidous insect places itself in am-
bush, hiding itself in the bottom under the sand
in such a manner, that its two horns encirele
the bottom of the pit. All the sides of this pit-
fall are made of the loose and crumbling mate-
rials; so that scarcely any mseet can chmb up
that has once got down to the bottom. Cen-
scious of this, the lion-ant remains in patient
expectation, ready to profit by that accident
which throws some heedless little agimal mto
his den. If then, by misfortune, an ant, a weod-
“louse, or a small catterpillar, walk too near the
edge of the precipice, the sand gives way beneath
them, and they fall to the bottom of the pit,
where they meet inevitable destruction. 'The
fall of a single grain of sand gives the murderer
notice at the bottom of its.cave; and it never
fails to sally forth to seize upon its prey. . It

happens sometimes, however, that the ant, or
' the
o



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


