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spider ; which being made of a glutinous sub-
stance, and being humid from the moisture of
its body, sticks to the little particles of sand
among which it 1s spun; and in proportion as it
is thus excluded, the insect rolls up its web,
sand and all, into a little ball, the centre of which
is formed by itself. This ball is about half an
inch in diameter; and within it, the Insect resides,
in an apartment sufficiently spacious for all its
motions. The outside is composed of sand and
silk ; the inside is lined with silk only, of a
fine pearl colour, extremely delicate and per-
fectly beautiful. But though the work is so
curious ‘within, 1t appears externally' nothing
more than a4 lump of sand ; and thus escapes
the search of birds, that might otherwise dis-
turb the inhabitant within. - '

The insect continues thns shut up for six
weeks or two months ; and gradually parts
with its eyes, its feelers, its- feet, and its
skin; all which are thrust into the coruer of
the inner apartment, like a rag. The insect
then appears almost in its winged state, except
thatthere isathin skin which wrapsupthe wings,
and .which appears to be nothing else bhut a Ii-
quor dried on the outside. Still, however, the
little animal 1s too delicate and tender to venture
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