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OF INSECTS OF THE THIRD ORDER.

IN proceeding to describe this class, the Ca-
terpillars naturally present themselves the first,
and which may be easily distinguished from
worms or maggots, by the number of their feet,
and by their producing butterflies or moths.
When the sun calls up vegetation, and vivifies the
various eggs of insects, the caterpillars are the
first that are seen, upon almost every vegeta-
ble and tree, eating its leaves, and preparing
for a state of greater perfection. They have
feet both before and behind ; which not only
enable them to move forward by a sort of steps
made by their fore and hinder parts, but also to
climb up vegetables, and to stretch themselves
out from the boughs and stalks, to reach their
food at a distance. - All of this_clas_s; have from
eight feet, at the least, to sixteen; and this may
serve to distinguish them from the worm tribe,
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