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nd contracted, that it is scarcely. visible. All

the covering of the head in caterpillars seems

to consist of a shell; and they have neither up

per nor
under jaw, for they are both placed ra

ther vertically, and eachjaw armed with a large

thick tooth, which is, singly, equal to a number.

With these the animals, devour their food in

uch amazing quantities; end, with these, some

of the kind defend, themselves against their ene

mies. Though the mouth,be Jept shut, the

teeth are always uncovered; and, while the in

sect is in health, they are. -seldom without em

ployment. Whatever the caterpillar devours,

these teeth serve to chop into small pieces, and

render the parts of the leaf fit for swallowing.

Many kinds, while they are yet young, eat

only the succulent part of the leaf, and leave aIj

the fibres untouched; others, howevex, attack

the whole leaf, and eat it clean away: some are

seen eating the whole day; other have their.

hours. of. repast; some chuse the night, and

otheis the day. When the caterpillar attacks a,

leaf, it places its body in such a manner, that

the edge of the leaf shall fall between its feet,.

which keeps it steady, while the teeth are em

ployed in cutting it: these fall upon the leaf,,

somewhat in the manner of a pair of gardener's
M in 2 sheer.
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