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£80 . NATURAL HISTORY.

Some of the caterpiliar kind, that seem fitted
to live only upon leaves and plants, will how-
ever, eat each other; and the strongest will de-
vour the wegk in preference to their vegetable
food.. That, which lives upon the oak, 1s found
to seize any of its companjons, that it com-
veniently can, by the first rings, and joflict a
deadly wound : it then feasts jn tranquillity on
its prey, and leaves nothing of the animal but
the husk.

But 1t 15 not from each other that they have
most to fear, as 1 general they are noffensive;
and many of this tribe are found to live in a sort
of society. Many kinds of flies lay their eggs
gither upon, or within their bodies; and ag
these ttirn, mto worms, the caterpillar 1s seen
to nourish a set of intestine enemies within its
body, that must shortly be its destruction: na-
mre' having taught flies, as well as all other
animals, the surest methods of perpetuating
their kind. « Towards the end of August,”
says Rheaumur, ¢ I preceived a little fly, of
“ a begutiful gold colour, busily employed in
“ the hody of a la: 'ge caterpillar, of that kind,
“ which feeds upon cabbage. I gently sepa-
¢¢ rated that part of the leaf on which these in-

¢ sects were placed, from the rest of the plant,
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