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animal draws its thread with great assiduity.

As every thread proceeds from two gum bags,

it is probable that each supplies its own;

though they become united, as they proceed

from the animal's body. If we examine the

thread with a microscope, it will be found that

it is flatted on one side, and grooved along its

length: whence we may infer, that it is dou

bled just upon leaving the body; and that the

two threads stick to each other by that gummy

quality of which they are possessed. Previously

to spinning its web, the silk worm seeks out

some convenient place to erect its cell, without

any obstruction. When it has found a leaf, or

a chink fitted to its purpose, it begins to wreathe

its head in every direction, and fastens its thread

on every side of its retreat. Though all its

first essays seem perfectly confused, yet they

are not altogether without design; there ap

pears, indeed, no order or contrivance in

the disposal of its first threads; they are

by no means laid artfully over each other,

but are thrown out at random, to serve as an

external shelter against rain; for nature hav

ing appointed the animal to work upon trees in

the open air, its habits remain,
though it is

brought up in a warm apartment.
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