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ha skin, it prepares to bust through its cone,

or outward prison: for this purpose it extends

its head towards the point of the cone, butts

with its eyes, which are rough, against the

lining of its cell, wear it away, and at last

pushes forward, through a passage which is

small at first, but which enlarges as the ani

mal encreases its efforts for emancipation;

while the tattered remnants of its aurelia skin

lie in confusion within the cone, like a bundle

ofdirty linen.

The' animal, when thus set free from its dou

ble confinement, appears exhausted with fa

tigue, and seems produced for no other purpose
but to generate a future brood. The male at

first seeks the female, and have impregnated
her eggs, dies in a few days after; the female

lives for some time, it being frequently a month

or two before she deposits her eggs, which are

not hatched until the ensuing spring. There

are few, however, of these animals suffered to

come to a state of maturity; for as their burst

ing through the cone destroys the silk, the

manufacturers take care to kill the aurelia, by
exposing it to the sun, before the moth comes
to perfection. This done, they take off the

doss, and throw the cones into warm water,

stirring
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