http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

OF TIRDS, FI18H, &c. 293

bees. The third sort are still larger and fewer
in number; some assert that there is not above
one in every swarm: but this, later observers
affirm not to be true, there being sometimes
five or six in the same hive. 'These are called
queen-bees, and are said to lay 2ll the eggs
from which the whole swarm 1s hatched in the
season.

In examining the structure of the common
working bee, the first remarkable part that of-
fers 1s the trunk, which serves to exract the
honey from flowers. Itis not formed, like that
of other flies; in the manner of a tube, by
which the ﬂtﬁd_ 1s to be sucked up ; but like a
besoem, to sweep, or a tongue, to lick it away.
The animal 1s furnished also with teeth, which
serve 1t in making wax, which is also ga-
thered from flowers, like honey. In the
tnghs of the hind legs there are two cavities,
edged with hair ; and mto these, as mto a bas-
ket, the amimal sticks its pellets. Thus em-
ployed, the bee flies frem flower to flower,
encreasing its store, and adding to its stock of
wax; until the bale, upen each thigh, becomes
as big as a grain of pepper ; by this time hav-
mng got a sufficient load, it returns, making tke
best of its way to the hive.
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