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burthens. But they are not constant to one

employment; they often change the tasks as

signed them; those that have been at work,

are permitted to go abroad; and those that

have been in the fields already,, take their

places. They seem even to have sgs, by

which they understand each other ; for when

any of them want food, it bends down its trunk

to the bee from whom it is expected, which

then opens its honey-bag, and lets some drops

fall into the other's mouth. Their diligence

and labour is so great, that, in a day's time,

they are able to make cells, which lie upon each

other, numerous enough to contain three- thou

sand bees.

Their cells are formed in the most exact pro

portion. It was said by Pappus, an ancieflt

geometrician, that of all figures, hexagons

were the most convenient; for, when placed

touching each other, the most convenient room

would be given, and the smallest lost. The

cells of the bees ae perfect hexagons: these,

in every honey-comb, are double, opening on

either side, and closed at the bottom. Tiw

iottorns are composed of little triangular panes,
hicb, when united together, trminate iu
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