
OF BIRDS, FISh, &c.

The cells for their young are most carefu1y

brined; those designed for lodging the drones,

re larger than the rest; and that for the queen

bee, the largest of all. Honey is not the only

food upon which these animals subsist. The

meal of flowers, of which their wax is formed,

is one of their most favourite repasts. This is

a diet which they live upon during the sum

mer, and of which they lay up a large winter

provision. The wax of which their combs are

made, is no more than this meal digested, and

wrought into a paste. When the flowers

upon which bees generally feed, are not fully

blown, and this meal or dust is not offered in

sufficient quantities, the bees pinch the tops

of the stamina in which it is contained, with

their teeth; and thus anticipate the progress of

vegetation. In April and May the bees are

busy, from morning to evening, in gathering
this meal; but when the weather becomes too

hot in the midst of summer, they work only in

the morning.

The bee is furnished with a stomach for its

wax as well as its honey. In the former of the

two, their powder is altered, digested and

concocted into real wax: and is thus ejected by
the same passage by which it was swallowed.
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