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It. When first freed from its cell, it is moist,

and incommoded with the spoils of its for

mer situatioLl; but the officious bees are soon

seen to flock round it, and to lick it clean

on all sides with their trunks; while another

band with equal assiduity, are observed to feed

it with honey: others again begin immediately

to cleanse the cell that has been just left; to

carry the rdures out of the hive, and to fit the

place for a new inhabitant. The young bee soon

repays their care, by its industry, for as soon

as ever its external parts become dry, it disco

vers its natural appetites for labour, and indus

triously begins the task, which it pursues unre

mittingly through life..

The bees depart from their usual stile of

building when they are to raise cells for such

maggots as are destined to become queens.

These are of a longish oblong form, having one

end bigger than the other, with their exterior

furface full of little " cavities. Wax., which is

employed with so geometrical a thriftiness in

the raising of hexagonal cells, is expended with

profusion in the cell which is to be the cradle

of a royal maggot. Several common cells are

sacrificed to serve as a basis and support to' it.

It is placed almost perpendicular to the com-
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