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times undertake a distant journey, but moie

frequently are contented with some neighbour

ing asylum; the branch of a tree, a chimney

top, or some other exposed situation. It some

times is found, that there are two or three

queens to a swarm., and the colony is divided

into parties; but it most usually happens, that

one of these is more considerable than the other,

and the bees by degrees, desert the weakest, to

take shelter under the most powerful protector.
The deserted queen does not long survive this

defeat: she takes refuge under the new mo

march, nd is soon destroyed by her jealous ri

val. Till this cruel execution is performed,

.the bees never go out to work; and if there

should be a queen-bee, belonging to the new

colony, left in the old hive, she always under

goes the fate of the former. It must be

observed, however, that the bees never sacrifice

any of their queens, when the hive is full of

wax and honey; for there is at that time no

danger in maintainiug a plurality of breeders.

When the swarm is thus conducted to a

place of rest, and the policy of government is

settled, the bees soon resume their former la

bours. The making cells, storing them with

honey, impregnating the queen, making pro

per
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