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330 NATURAL HISTORY

texture. This done, the same wasp returns to

the field to collect a seeond load of paste, re-:

peating the same several times, placing layer

upon layer, and strengthening every partition

m proportion to the want or convenience of }

the general fabric.  Other working wasps come:
quickly after to'repeat the same opetation, lay~
ing more leaves upon the. former, till at leng’t-ﬁ »
after mach toil, they. bave finished. the large
roof which 1s to secure them from» the tumb-<
ling in of the earth. This dome being finished,
they make another entrance to their habitation,
designed either for letting in the warmth of the
sun, or for escaping in case one door be invaded
by plunderers. Certain however it is, that by
one of these they always enter, by the other they
silly forth to their toily each. hole being sor
small that they can pass but one atatime. The
walls beiig thus composed, and the whole
somewhat of the shape of apear, they labour
at their cells, which they compose of the same
paper-like substance that gves to the formation
of the outside works. Their combs differ from
those of beds, the latter being edgeways with

yespect to the hive; that of the wasp is flat,
and the mouth of every cell opens downwards.
Fhus 18 their habitation, contrived story above
| | story,
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