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short allowance, all the useless hands are dc.

stroyed; the young worms, which a little be

fore they fed and protected with so much assi

duity, are now butchered and dragged from

their cells. As the cold encreases, they no lon

ger find sufficient warmth in their nests, which

grow hateful to them; and they fly to seek it

in the corners of houses, and places that re

ceive an artificial heat. But the winter is still

insupportable; and, before the new year be..

gins, they wither and die; the working wasps

first, the males soon following, and many of

the females suffering in the general calamity.

In every nest, however, one or two females

survive the winter, and having been

impreg-natedby the male during the preceding season,

she begins in spring to lay her eggs in a little

hole of her own contrivance. These eggs,

which are clustered together like grapes,

soon produce two worms, which the female

takes proper precaution to defend and supply,

and these, when hatched, soon give assistance to

the female, who is employed in hatching two

more; these' also gathering strength, extricate

themselves out of the web that enclosed them;

and become likewise assistants to their mother

fifteen days after, two more make their

appear-VOL.V" 11 azioe;


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


