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30 NATURAL HISTORY

calls it from its dark abode the ensuing sum
mer.

The wasps of Europe are very mischievous,
and yet they are innocence itself when compared
to those of the tropical climates, where all the
insect tribes are not only numerous, but large,
voracious, and formidable. Those of the West
Indtes are thicker, and twice as long as the com-
mon bee ; they are of a grey colour, striped with
yellow, and armed with a very dangerous sting.
They make their cells in the manner of a honey-
comb, in which the young ones are hatched and
bred. They generally hang their nest by
threads, composed of the same substance as the
cells, to the branches of trees, and the eaves of
houses. They are seen every where In great
abundance, descending like fruit, particularly
pears; of which shape they are, and as large as
one’s head. The insideis divided into three round
stories, full of cells, each'hexagonal, like those -
of 2 honey-comb. In some of the islands, these
insects are so very numerous, that their nests are
‘stuck up in this manner, scarcely two feet asun-
"der, and the inhabitants are in continual appre-
hension from their accidental resentment. It
‘sometimes happens, that no precautions can
prevent their attacks, and the pains of their sting

are almost insupportable. Those who have felt
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