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352 NATURAL HISTORY

this instrument is, to all appearance, slender and
feeble, yet it 1s found to be a weapon of great
force and efficacy. 'There is scarcely any sub-
stance which it wall not pierce : and indeed, it
1s seldom seen but when employed in penetration.
The male is unprovided with such a sting,
while the female uses it with great force and’
dexterity, brandishing it when caught, from side
to side, and very often wounding those who
thought they held her with the greatest secu-
rzty -
~ All the flies of this tribe are produced in the:
same manner, and owe their birth to the destruc-
~ tion of seme other insect, within whose body
they have been deposited, and upon whose vitals
they have. preyed, till they came to maturity.. '
There 1s no insect whatever, which they will
not attack in ordeér to leave their fatal present
in its body ;- the caterpillar, ‘the gnat, and even
the spider itself, so formidable to others, is
often made the unwilling fosterer of 'this des-
tructive progeny:

About the middle -of summer, when other |
Insects are found in great abundance, the ich-
Heumon 1s seen ﬂymcr busily about, and seeking |
proper objects upon whom to deposit its eggs:
As there are various kinds' of -this fly, so they
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