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840 NATURAL HISTORY

ously watched and protected by the working
ants, who take upon themselves to supply
whatever .is wanting to the nascent animal’s
convenience or necessity. 'They are carried,
as soon as laid, to the safest situation, at the .
bottom of their hill, where they. are carefully
defended from cold and moisture. We are not
to imagine, that those white substances, which
we find so plentifully in every ant hill, are the
eggs as newly laid. On the contrary, the ant’s
egg is so very small, that, though laid upon a
black ground, it can scarcely be discerned.
The little white bodies which we see, are the
young animals in their maggot state, endued
with hfe, Iong since freed from the egg, and often
involved in a cone, which it has spun round it-
self, like the silk worm. 'The real egg, when
laid, if viewed through a microscope, appears
smooth, polished, and shining, while the maggot
is seen composed of twelve rings, and is often
larger than the ant itself. |
- It is 1mpossible to express the fond attach-
ment which the working ants shew to their
rising progeny. In cold weather they take
them in their mouths, but -without doing
them the smallest injury, to the very depths of
their habitation, where they are less subject to
‘ the
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