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OF BIRDS, FISH, &c. 855

wards. There is no creature more laborious,
either in seeking subsistence, or in providing a
proper retreat for its young. They are en-
dowed with sagacity to discover subsistence, by
their excellent smelling, which directs them in
flight to excrements just fallen from man or
beast, on which they instantly drop, and fall
unanimously to work in forming round balls or
pellets theréof, in the middle of which they lay
an egg. , These pellets in September, they bury
three feet deep in the earth, where they lie
till the approach of spring, when the eggs are
hatched, the nests burst, and the insects find their
way out of the earth. They assist each other
with indefatigable industry, in rolling these glo-
bular pellets to the place where they are to
be buried. This they perform with the tail
foremost, by raising up their hinder parts
and shoving along the ball with their hind feet.
They are always accompanied with ‘other
beetles of a larger size, and of a more e]eo-ant
structure and colour. The breast of those is
covered with a shield of a crimson colour,
and shining like metal ; the head is of the
like coleur, mixed thh green, and on the
crown of the head stands a shmmo- black
horn, bent backwards. I' hese are called
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