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5o+ NATURAL HI-tTORY

the kings of the beetles, but why, 18 uncertam,
siice the) partake of the saue drudn’ery

The Elephant-beetle is the largest of this
kind hitherto known, and is found in South
America, particularly Guiana and Surinam, as
well as about the river Oroonoko. Tt is of a
Wlack colour, and the whole body is covered
with a very hard shell, full as thick and as strong
as that of a small crab.  Its length, from: the
hinder part of the eyes, is almost four 1nchcs,
and from the sime part to the end of the pro-
hoscis, or trunk, four inches, and thzec-qpar—"
ters. 'The transverse diameter of the body is
two Inches and a quarter, and the bre sadth of
each elytron, or case for the wings, is an inch
and three-tenths. The attenne, or feelers, are
quite horny; for which reason the proboscis, or.
tyunk, is moveahle at its insertion into the head,
and seems to supply the place of feelers. The
horns are eight tenths of an nch long, and ter-
minate in points. The proboscis is an inch and
a quarter long, and turns upwards, making a
crooked Ime, termmatmg n two horns, each
of which is near a quarter of an inch long ; but
they are not perforated at the end hke the pro-
boscis of other insects. Aboiit four tenths of
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