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gnat no longer produces its like, from itself

alone, but it requires the access of the male to

give it another succession of fecundity.

The gnat of Europe gives but little uu

smess ; but it is very. different in the regions

of America, where the waters stagnate, mid the

climate is warm, and where they are produced

in, multitudes beyond expression. The whole

air is there filled with cloads of those famished

insecti; and they are found of all sizes, from

Six inches long, to a minuteness that even re

qwres the microscope to have a distinct percep-.

tion of them. The warmth of the mid-day

sun is too powerful for their constitutions; but

when the evening approaches, neither art nor

flight can shield the wretched inhabitants from

their attacks ; though millions are destroyed,

millions still succeed, and produce unceasing

torment.

The native Indians, who anoint their bo;_

dj-1 i -i their cottages covenM allI swith oi1, sleep it

over with thousands of the gnat kind upon their

bodies, and yet do not seem to have their slum

bers interrupted by. their cruel devourers. If

a candle is.ligbted in one of those places, a

cloud of insects, at once light upon the flame,

and extinguish it; they are therefore obliged to

Leep their candles "in glass lanthorns.
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