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port themselves in the air, and fly to consider-
able distances ; while there are those to whom
-all motion has been denied, who live and die
immoveably fixed to the same rock: every
species, however, find abundance of food in
this their native eclement. The bottom of the
sea, a d the shelving sides of the various
rocks, produce great abundance of plants and
mosses of different kinds; its soilis composed
of sand, gravel, rocks, and shells; in some
parts a fine clay, in others a solid-carth, and
in general it has a complete resemblance to
the land which we inhabit.

Let us now take a view of the earth. 'What
prodigious differences do we find in different
climates! What a variety of soils! What in-
equalities in the surface! But upon a minute
and attentive observation we shall find the
greatest chain of mountains are nearer the equa-
tor than the poles ; that in the Old Continent
their direction is more from the east to west
than from the north tosouth ; and that, onthe
contrary,in the New World they extend more
from north to south than from eastto west ; but
what is still more remarkable, the form and

direction of these mountains, whoseappearance

is so very irregular, correspond so precisely,
that
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