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and rivers, and whenever a cavern is filled b)+

any part falling in, an inundation generally,

ensues.

From what we have said, it may easily be

seen how much subterraneous fires contribute

to change the surface and internal part of the

globe. This cause is sufficiently powerful td

produce very great effects: but it is difficult to

conceive how the winds should occasion any

sensible alterations upon the earth. The se

appears to be their empire, and indeed, ex

cepting the tides, nothing has so powerful au

influence upon the ocean; even the former

move in a uniform manner, and their effects

are regularly the ame; but the action of the

winds is capricious and violent; they, some

times rush on with such impetuosity, and agi
tate the sea with such violence, that from a

calm, smooth, and tranquil plain, it becomes

furrowed with waves rolling as high as moun

tains, and dashing theinselves to pieces against
the rocks and shores. The winds cause constant

alterations on the surface of the sea, but the

surface of the land, which has so solid an ap-
pearance, we should suppose,would not be sub

ject to similar effects; by experience, however,
it is known that the winds raise mountains of
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