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the analogies and degrees of probability, by
which it may be supported. The first is, that
common direction of their motion of impui-
sion, by which six of the plancts are made to
move from west to cast ; and thercfore, accord-
ing to calculation, it is sixty-four to one that
such would not have been the case, if they had
not been indebted to the same cause for their
impulsive forces.

'This, probably, will be considerably aug-
mented by the second analogy, viz. that the
inclinations of the planes ol the orbits do not
exceed 7% degrees ; for, by comparing the
spaces, we shall find there are twenty-four to
one, that two planets are found in their most
distant places at the same time, and consc-
quenily .5 or 7,692,624 to one, that all six
would by chance be thus placed; or, what
amounts to the same, there 1s a great degree
of probability that the planets have been im-
pressed with one common moving force, and
which has given them this position. But what
can havebesto .. ed this common impulsive nmo-
tion, but the force and direction of the bodies
by which it was originally communicated? It
may therefore be concluded, with great proba-
bility, that the plancts received their impul-
sive motion by one single stroke.  This likeli-

hood,



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


