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96 . BUFFON’S

diurnal motions are equal, and regularly per-
formed in the same period of time. Another
proof that the separation of the dense or less
dense parts were originally from the sun.
But the obliquity of the stroke might have
been such, as to separate from the body of
the principal planet a small part of matter,
which would of course continue to move in
the same direction; these parts would be
united, according to their densities, at differ-
ent distances from the planet, by the force
of their mutual attraction, and at the same
time follow its course round the sun, by re-
volving about the body of the planet, nearly
in the plane of its orbit. Itis plain, that
those small parts so separated are the satel-
lites; thus the formation, position, and di-
rection of the motions of the satelliles per-
fectly agree with our theory; for they have
all the same motion in concentrical circles
round their principal planet; their motion
is in the same direction, and that nearly in
the plane of their orbits. All these effects,
which are common to them, and which de-
pend on an impulsive force, can proceed only
from one common cause, which is, impulsive
motion communicated to them by one and the

same oblique stroke.
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