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it is therefore contrary to scripture and to reason,

that those authors have supposed the earth. was

quite different from its present stale before the

deluge; and this contradiction between their

hypothesis and the sacred text, as well as phy

sical truths, must cause their systems to be re

jected, if even they should agree w'ith some

phenomena. Burnet gives neither observa

tions, nor any real facts, for the support of

his system. Woodard has only given us

an essay, in which he promised much more

than lie could perform : his book is a project,

the execution of-which has not been seen. He

has made use of two general observations;

the first, that the earth is every where corn

posed of matters which formerly were in a state

of fluidity, transported by the waters, aud

deposited in horizontal strata. The second,

that there are quantities of marine produc

tions in most parts of the bowels of the earth.

To give a reason for these facts, he has re

course to the universal deluge, or rather it ap

pears that he gives them as proofs of the

deluge ; but, liKe Burnet, lie tails into

evident contradictions, for it is not to be

supposed with them that there were no moun

tiins prior to the deluge, since it is expressly

T stated,
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