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cannot be found but y sailing to the pole, be

yond Spitzbergen, or by keeping the open sea

between Nova Zembla and Spitzbergen under

the 79th degree of latitude. 1/2' e need not fear

to find it frozen even under the pole itself, for

reasons we have aliedged; in fact, there is no

example of the sea being frozen at a consider

able distance from the shore the only example
of a sea being frozen entirely over, is that of

the Black Sea, which is narrow, contains but

little salt, and receives a number of rivers from

the northern countries, and which bring ice

with them and if we may credit historians, it

was frozen in the time of the Emperor Co

pronymus, thirty cubits deep, without reckon

ing twenty cubits of snow above the ice. This

appears to be exaggerated, but it is certain that

it freezes almost every winter; whereas the

open seas, a thousand leagues nearer the pole,

do not freeze at all: this can only proceed from

the saitness, and the little ice which they receive,

in comparison with that transported into the

Black Sea.

This ice, which is looked upon as a barrier

that opposes the navigation near the poles, and

the discovery of the southern continent, proves

only that there ore large rivers adjacent to the
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