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places where t is met with; and indicates also

there are vast continents from whence these

rivers flow; nor ought we to be discouraged at

the sight of these obstacles; for ifwe consider,
we shall easily perceive, this ice must be confiii,

ed to some particular places; that it is almost

impossible that it should occupy the whole

circle which encompasses, as we suppose, the

southern continent, and therefore we should

probably succeed if we were to direct our

course towards some other point of this circle.

The description which IJampier and sme

others have given of New Holland, leads us to

suspect that this part of the globe is perhaps
a part of the southern lands, and is a country
less ancient than the rest of this unknown con

tinent. New Holland is a low country, with

out water or mountains, but thinly inhabited,

and the natives without industry; all this con

curs to make us think that they re in this con!..

tinent nearly what the savages of Amaconia or

iaraguais are in America. We have found

polished men, empires, and kings, at Peru

and Mexico, which are the highest, and con

sequently the most ancient countries of Ame

rica. Savages, on the contrary, are found

in the lowest and most modern countries;

therefoq
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