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230th part, and that it could only proceed
from the changes on the surface, caused by the

motion of the air and water, that this diffe

rence could become greater, as is pretended to

be the case from the measures taken under the

equator, and within the polar circle. This

figure of the earth, which so well agrees with

hydrostatical laws, and with our theory, sup

poses the globe to have been in a state of lique
faction when it assumed its form, and we have

proved that the motions of projection and ro

tation were imprinted at the same time by a

like impulsion. We shall the more easily be

lieve that the earth has been in a state of lique

faction produced by fire, when we consider the

nature of the matters which the globe incloses,

the greatest part of which are vitrified or vi

trifiable; especially when we reflect on the im

possibility there is that the earth should ever

have been in a state of fluidity, produced by
the waters; since there is infinitely more earth

than water, and that water has not the power

of dissolving stone, sand, and other matters of

which the earth is composed.

It is plain then that the earth took its figure

at the time when it was liquefied by fire: by

pursuing our hypothesis it appears, that when

the
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