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the sun quitted it, the earth had no other form

than that of a torrent of melted and inflamed

vapour matter; that this torrent collected itself

by the mutual attraction of its parts, and be

came a globe, to which the rotative motion

gave the figure of a spheroid; and when the

earth was cooled, the vapours, which were first

extended like the tails of comets, by degrees

condensed and fell upon the surface, depositing,

at the same time, a slimy substance mixed with

sulphurous and saline matters, a part of which,

by the motion of the waters, was swept into

the perpendicular cracks, where it produced

metals, while the rest remained on the surface,

and produced that reddish earth which forms

the first strata; and which, according to dif

ferent places, is more or less blended with ani

mal and vegetable particles, so reduced that the

organization is no longer perceptible.
Therefore, in the first state of the earth, the

globe was internally composed of vitrified mat

ter, as I believe it is at present, above which

were placed those bodies the fire had most

divided, as sand, which are only fragments of

glass; and above these, pumice stones and the

scoria of the vitrified matter, which formed the

various clays; the whole was covered with
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