http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm
y
210 E BUFFON'S

points and irregular peaks 3 and I have seen, in

crossing the Alps, and the Appenine mountains,

that the angles are, in fact, correspondent ; but
it is almost impossible to judge by the eye of
the equality or inequality in the height of op-

posite mountains, because their summits are
lost in mists and clouds.

The different strata of which the earth is
composed are not disposed according to their
specific weight, for we often find strata of
heavy matters placed on those of lighter. To
be assured of this, we have only to examine
the earth on which rocks are placed, and we
shall find that it is generally clay or sand, which
is specifically lighter. In hills, and other small
elevations, we easily discover this to be the
case; but it is not so with large mountains, for
not only their surnmits are rocks,but those rocks
are placed on others; there mountains are
placed upon mountains, and rocks upon rocks,
to such a considerable height, and " through so
great an extent of country, that we can scarcely
be certain whether there is earth at bottom, or
of what nature it is. I haveseen eavities made
in rocks to some hundred feet deep, without
being able to form an idea where they ended, for

these rocks were supported by others; never-
‘ theless,
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