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waters and air produced the external crust,

which is thicker or thinner, according to the

situation of the ground; more or less coloured,

according to the different mixtures of mud,

sand, clay, and the decayed parts of animals

and vegetables; and more or less fertile, ac

cording to the abundance or want of these

parts. To shew that this supposition on the

formation of sand and clay is not chimerical, I

shall add some particular remarks.

I conceive, that the earth, in its first state,

was a globe, or rather a spheroid of compact

glass, covered with a light crust of pumice

stone and other scoria of the matter in fusion.

The motion and agitation of the waters and

air soon reduced this crust into powder or

sand, which, by uniting afterwards, produced

flints, and owe their hardness, colour, or tran

sparency and variety, to the different degrees of

purity of the sand which entered into their

composition.

These sands,
*
whose constituting parts unite

by fire, assimilate, and become very dense, com

pact, and the more transparent as the sand is

more pure; on the contrary, being exposed a

long time to the air, they disunite and exfoliate,

*scend in the form of earth, and it is probable

the
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