
NATURAL HISTORY.
237

ther. At Chaumont so great a quantity of

petrified shells are found that the hills appear
to be composed of nothing else.. It is the

same at Courtagnon, near Rheims, where there

is a bank of shells near four leagues broad, and

whose length is considerably more. I men

tion these places as being famous and striking
the eye of every beholder.

With respect to foreign countries, here fol

lows the observations of some travellers:

In Syria and Phoenicia, the rocks, parti

cularly in the neighbourhood of Latikea, are

a kind of chalky substance, and it is perhaps

from thence that the city has taken the name

of the white promontory. Nakoura, anciently

termed Scala Tyriorum, or the Tyrians Lad

der, is nearly of the same nature, and we still

find there, by digging, quantities of all sorts

of shells, corals, and other remains of the de

luge."

On mount Sinai, we find only a few fossil

shells, and other marks of the deluge, at least

if we do not rank the fossil Tarmarin of the

neighbouring, mountains of Siam among this

number, perhaps, the first matter of which their

marble

See Shaw's Travels.
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