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Maire, who at the time he was Consul at Tn

poly, sent several persons thither to take cog

nizance of it, but also from very respectable

persons who had been at those places.

Near the pyramids certain pieces of stone

worked by the sculptor, were found by Mr.

Shaw, and among these stories many rude ones

of the figure and size of lentils; some even

resemble barley half-peeled; these, he says,

were reported to be the remains of what the

workmen ate, but which does not appear pro

bable, &c. These lentils and barley are no

thing but petrified shells called by naturalists

lentil stones.

According to Misson, several sorts of these

shell-fish are found in the environs of Maes

tricht, especially towards the village of Zicken,,

or Tichen, and at the little mountain called

Huns. In the environs of Sienna, near Ce

raldo, are many mountains of sand crammed

with divers sorts of shells. Montemario, a

mile from Rome, is entirely filled with them;

I have seen them in the Alps, France, and else

where. Olearius, Steno, Carnbden, Speed, and

a number of otherautliors, as well ancient as

modern, relate the same phenomena.
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