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coasts of Italy and Sicily; in most of the
gulphs of the ocean, around islands, on banks,
and in all temperate climates, where the sea is
but of a moderate depth, they are very com-
raon. |
M. Peyssonel was the first who discovered
that corals, madrepores, &c. owed their origin
to animals, and were not plants as had been
supposed. The observation of M. Peyssonel
was a long time doubted; some naturalists, at
first, rejected it with a kind of disdain, never-
theless they have been obliged since to ac-
knowledge its truth, and the whole world is at
length satisfied that these formerly supposed
marine plants, are nothing but hives or cells
formed by insects, in which they live as fish do
in their shells. These bodies were, at first,
placed in the class of minerals, then passed into
that of vegetables, and now remain fixed in that
of animals, the genuine operations of which
they must ever be considered.
‘There are shell-fish which live at the bottom
of the sea, and which are never cast on thg
shore; authors call them Pelogie, to distine
guish them from the others which they call
Litterales. It is to be supposed the cornu am-~.
-monis, and some other kinds that are only found
n
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