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be easily compared with the shells preserved in

cabinets, or found on the sea shores.

Woodward, in pages 23 and 24, proceeds,
"There are, besides these, great multitudes of

shells contained in stones, &c. which are entire

and absolutely free from any such mineral mix

ture; which may be compared with those at

this time seen on our shores and 'which will be

found not to have any difference, being pre

cisely of the same figure and size; of the same

substance and texture as the peculiar matter

which composes them is the same, and is dis

posed and arranged in the same manner; the

direction of their fibres and spiral lines are the

same, the composition ofthe small lama formed

by their fibres is the same in the one as the

other; we see in the same part vestigia of ten

dons,bv means ofwhich the animal was fasten

ed and joined to its shell; we see the same tu

bercles, stria and pipes; in short, the whole is

alike, whether within or without the shell, in

its cavity or on its convexity, in its substance

or on its superficies. In other respects these

fossil shell-fish are subject to the same common

accidents as those of the sea; for example, they

sometimes grow to one another, the least are

adherent to the large; they have vermicular

conduits;
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