
NATURAL HISTORY. 261

tiplied. There even seems in this respect to

be an unaccountable destination of nature, for

in all the stones of St. Chaumont not a single

plant of the country has been found.

"It is certain, by the number of fossil-shells

in the quarries and mountains, that this coun

try, as well as many others, must have formerly

been covered with the sea. But how has the

American or Indian sea reached thither? To

explain this, and many other wonderful pheno

mena, it may be supposed, with much probabi

lity, that the sea originally covered the whole

terrestrial globe: but this supposition will not

hold good, because how were terrestrial plants

to exist? It evidently, therefore, must have been

great inundations which have conveyed the

plants of one country into the others.

M. de Jussieu thinks, that as the bed of

the sea is continually rising, in consequence of

the mud and sand which the rivers incessantly

convey there, the sea, at first confined between

natural dykes, surmounted them, and was dis

persed over the land, and that the dykes were

themselves undermined by the waters and over

thrown therein. In the earliest time of the for

mation of the earth, when no one thing had

taken a regular form, prodigious and sudden

revolutions
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