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Asia which, partly run from north to south, as

the Wolga, the Don, &c. but by, takipg the

whole length of their course, we find that they

only turn from the south to run into the Black

and Caspian seas, which are only inland lakes.

It may therefore in general be said, that 'in

Europe, Asia, and Africa; the rivers, and other

mediterianean waters, extend more from east

to west than from north to south, which. prow

ceeds from the chains of mountains being for

the most part so. directed, and that the whole.

continent pf Europe and Asia is broader in this.

direction than the other; for there are two

modes of considering the direction of moun

tains. In a long and narrow continent like

South America, in which there is only one prin

cipal chain of mountains which stretches from

south to north, the river Iot being confined by

any parallel range, necessarily runs perpendicu,

lar to the course of the mountains, that is from

east to west, or from west to east; in fact, it is in

this direction all the rivers of America flow.

In the old as well. as the new continent most

of the waters. have their greatest extent from

West to east, and most ofthe rivers flow in this

dfrèction; but yet this similar direction is pro

4uced by different causes; for instance,.,those in

the
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